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A.C.C.C. TO ACCEPT NEWSPAPER DIVESTITURES IN FAIRFAX/RURAL
PRESS MERGER

The Australian Competition and Consumer Commission will not oppose Fairfax Media
Limited's proposed merger with Rural Press Limited after accepting an undertaking to
divest two free community newspapers in the Hunter Vallsy region.

ACCC Chairman, Mr Graesme Samuel, said that the proposed acquisition, after taking
account of the undertaking, is unlikely to substantially lessen competition under section
50 of the Trade Practices Act 1974.

"Competition concerns arose in Newcastle and the Lower Hunter Vallay, where Fairfax
and Rural Press publish the main free local newspapers,” he said. "However, Fairfax has
offerad to divest its two free newspapers in the region, The Newcastie & Lake Macquarie
Post and The Hunter Post, as part of the proposed acquisition.

"Eollowing market consuitations on the undertaking, it appears that the divestiture will
ensure continuing competition in the relevant markets. Overall, the ACCC was satisfied
that the underiaking would address the ACCC's compelition concerns.”

The ACCC will issue a Public Competition Assessment on its decision which will be
available on the ACCC website, www.accc.gov.au under Mergers.

Media inquiries

Mr Graeme Samuel, Chairman, (02) 6243 1131 or mobile/pager 0408 335 555
Dr Stephen King, Commissioner, (03) 9290 1863 or 0439 988 801

Ms Lin Enright, Director, Media Unit, (02) 6243 1108 or 6414 613 520

General inquiries

Infocentre: 1300 302 502

NR 102/07

18 April 2007



