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SCHEMES EFFECTIVE AND NOMINEES TO FAIRFAX MEDIA BOARD 
 

 
Rural Press Limited (Rural Press) advises that it has lodged with the Australian Securities and 
Investments Commission a copy of the attached order of the Federal Court of Australia approving the 
schemes of arrangement between Rural Press and its preferred shareholders and ordinary shareholders 
pursuant to which Fairfax Media Limited (Fairfax Media) will acquire all the shares in Rural Press 
(Schemes).  The Schemes have accordingly become legally effective. 
 
The Rural Press board has also determined that it will nominate Messrs John and Nicholas Fairfax to 
the board of Fairfax Media in accordance with Rural Press’ right to nominate two Fairfax Media 
directors under the Merger Implementation Deed dated 5 December 2006.  The existing Rural Press 
board will resign after implementation of the Schemes on 9 May 2007. 
 
Mr John B Fairfax said he had mixed feelings about concluding his chairmanship of Rural Press, a 
company which had given him such pleasure since he first joined the board in 1988, and re-joining the 
company with which his family had such a long association. 
 
“This is an exciting time,” he said.  “I am looking forward to participating once again in a major 
company in which my family first became involved in 1841, but more particularly, I am looking 
forward to working with a group of people who are in a great position to develop the company for the 
benefit of shareholders and the many stakeholders who each day are in some way affected by its 
services.” 
 
“Fairfax Media has momentum after some difficult years, and I am delighted I shall be part of it.” 
 
Mr Nick Fairfax said:  “I have enjoyed my time on the Rural Press board immensely and have learnt a 
great deal about the newspaper industry.  With my appointment to the board of Fairfax Media I am 
extremely proud to be continuing our family tradition in the Australian media.” 
 
“Fairfax Media has an impressive mix of publishing and digital assets and is a company with an 
exciting future.  I look forward to contributing to its ongoing success.” 
 
Rural Press confirms the record date for determining entitlements to the special dividends declared on 
8 February 2007 will be 5.00pm on 2 May 2007.  The special dividends will be paid on 8 May 2007. 
 
Rural Press’ ordinary and preferred shares will cease trading at the close of trading on ASX today. 
 
A timetable for the outstanding steps for the implementation of the merger (which has not changed) is 
set out below. 
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Date and Time 

 
Event 
 

24 April 2007 Effective Date of the Schemes 
24 April 2007 Ordinary Shares and Preferred Shares cease trading at close of trading on 

ASX 
24 April 2007, 7.00pm Latest date and time for lodgement of Consideration Election Form 
26 April 2007 Fairfax Media Shares to be issued pursuant to the Schemes (New Fairfax 

Media Shares) commence trading on deferred settlement basis 
2 May 2007, 5.00pm Record date for determining entitlements to the scheme consideration and 

special dividends declared on 8 February 2007 (Special Dividends) 
8 May 2007 Date of payment of the Special Dividends 
9 May 2007 Implementation of the schemes including Fairfax Media issuing New 

Fairfax Media Shares and payment of cash consideration 
9 May 2007 Despatch of holding statements for New Fairfax Media Shares 
10 May 2007 Trading of New Fairfax Media Shares on a normal settlement basis 
 
Further Information 
Please contact the Shareholder Information Line on 1300 782 565 (if calling within Australia) or +613 
9415 4122 (if calling from outside Australia). 
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